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GROAN ING TREE 


TILES 


A full and true nn of the GRoAN- 
ING TREE, in the New-Foreſt, near 
Limington in Hampſhire. 


WHICH 1 


Has been heard for ſome Time pal by by Thou- 
om all Parts 
to hear this amazing and portentous Noiſe, 


By P. E M.D. F.R.S. 
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Printed for W. Smith, near Temple her 
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GROANING TREE, S. 


22 w HE Wickedneſs of the Age 
is grown to ſo exorbitant a 
Jo. Height, that the very Stocks 
and Stones at length begin to 

cry out againſt it, as will evi- 
dently appeat by the following Relation, 
which can be well atteſted by ſeveral Men | 
of great Learning who have both ſeen and 
heard it. | 
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(2) 

At about two Miles diſtant from Lim- 
ington, in a ſolitary Part of the new Fo- 
reſt, ſtands this famous Tree, which has 
been heard.to groan like a human Crea- 
ture in the Agonies of Death, for ſeveral 
Hours together ; and what is moſt ſurpriz- 

in it, is, that the Tree is not old and 
decay'd or hollow; but a thriving young 
Tree, in the full Vigour of its Youth; fo 
that it is looked upon by the Virtuoſi as 
the moſt ſurprizing Thing in its kind that 
has happened in England, or perhaps in 
Europe,” for above theſe hundred Years, 
ſince Queen Elizabeth's Days; when as 
Sir Richard Baker tells us, That on the 
c 17th of February at Six o Clock in the 
„Evening the Earth began to open, and 
*« a Hill with a Rock under it (making at 
« firſt a great bellowing Noiſe, which was 
“ heard a great way off) lifted itſelf up a 
ce great Height and began to travel, bear- 
« ing along with it the Trees which grew 
« upon it, with the Sheep- Folds and 
“ Flocks; in its Paſſage it overthrew a 
« Chapel ſtanding in its Way, arid did 
other Damage; and having walked in 
« this manner from Saturday Evening till 
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« Monday Noon, it then ſtood till,” — 


Now, tho' this groaning Tree in the new 


Foreſt has not yet .been obſerved by the 
moſt curious Literati to have the leaſt Ten- 
dency towards walking, yet as þy its groan- 
ing it appears to be undoubtedly diſſatisfi- 
ed with its preſent Situation, and as the 
Hill before- mentioned is faid by Sir Ri- 
chard Baker to have made firſt a great 
bellowing Noiſe before it began to move, 


0 there are ſome who pretend to affirm 


that it is very reaſonable to conclude, that 
in all ,probability this new Foreſt Tree 
will alſo in a ſhort Time begin its Travels, 
and are under ſome Apprehenfions that a 
new built Chapel in that Neighbourhood . 


will be io imminent Danger, in caſe it 


. ſhould make its Progreſs Southwards, of 


being overthrown, even as the Chapel was 
overthrown in the Days of that good 
Queen ; but this we hope is not likely to 


happen ſince the preſent Times are very 
different from hersin many Circumſtances, 


% 


So that paſſing over the many and vari- 
dus Conjectures about the future Wondets 
of this famous Tree, which it vill perhaps 


be time enough to give an Account of when 
* A 2 they 
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they happen: We will for the preſent con- 
fine our Account to the amazing Groans 
which are nowevery Day heard to proceed 
from its Trunk; and theſe indeed are ſo 
terrible. and ſhocking to human Nature, 
that few who hear them have Power to 
| ſtir from the Place till proper Cordials have 
* been adminiſtred to revive. their ſinking 

Spiri , and confounded Imaginations. They 
reſemble in ſome manner the Groans of a 


as * 


. | dying Perſon, but withal ſo hollow and + 
"RN ceed from the inmoſt Center of the Earth 


| 

| , 

| E ſtupendiouſly deep, that they ſeem to pro- 
| 


at leaſt, and are fo terrifying to the Ear of 
human Mortals, that it aſtoniſhes the v 
. Clergy themſelves who have been to liſten 
to it; and tho' fome learned Divines (as 
there are many in that Neighbourhood). - 
have been requeſted to come and pray by 
the Tree, yet none have hitherto done it, 
whether it be that they want Faith enough 
td to believe that there is a poor confined Spi- 
Tit in the Tree; or that if there were, they 
think their Faith not ſtrong enough to re- 
move the Tree and releaſe it. Now, be- 
"> 9% - Tides this common groaning, there are ma- 
ny People of Credit and Reputation in 
their way, who aver that it bas been heard 
; 10 
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to ſpeak or rather to groan articulately, 


and ſome even of my own. Acquaintance 
ha ve poſitively declared it to me that they 
themſelves have had it from People in the 
Neighbourhood, who ſay that it has been 

© Heard to utter. O Walp.! — Walp! It is 


thou that makeſt not only me but the 


whole Nation to groan, - Which is 
really very amazing that a Tree ſhou'd 
have the Senſe to find out. 


Thus having given a full Account of 


the Groaning itſelf, I ſhall next proceed to 


what may probably be the Cauſes of its 
ſending forth this ſtrange and unaccoun- 


table Noiſe, for unaccountable I muſt own ' 
it to be, and fo indeed do all who have 
ever heard it; however there are thoſe who 


believe, that ſome one in his Life-time, 
having hid his Treaſure under this Tree, 


his Spirit is now, groaning to think that he 


had made no better Uſe of it, 


Others are of Opinion, that if the Tree | 
was to be cut down, a Mandrake wou'd 


be diſcovered. Others again think that 
ſome of the Antipodes are coming up there 


abouts as ſoon as they can find a Hole to 
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creep out of, to give an Account of Com- 
; madore Anſon, Bp 


But laying aſide ſuch unphiloſophical 
Notions as theſe of Spirits and Mandrakes, 
which conſidering myſelf as a Virtuoſo, 1 
am almoſt aſhamed to have mentioned, I 
ſhall now proceed to give a ſolid and truly 
philoſophical Account of the groaning of 
this Tree; but firſt it will be neceſſary to 
clear up certain Matters of Fact relating to 
the Time and Manner of its groaning ; 
from an Ignorance whereof, ſome People 
have been led into miſtaken Notions about 
the probable Cauſes of the Noiſe. Such 
are they who imagine that it is occaſioned 
by the Motion made in ſome of the larger 
'Boughs of the Tree by the Wind ; but 


1 


9 this Account however ingenious it may 
. ſeem, has certainly no Foundation in 
3 Truth, for it has always been obſerved by 
F  . - . thoſe who have attended it moſt conſtantly, © 


that in-windy Weather the Noiſe is ſcarce 
to be heard at all. 3 


Nor have thoſe any better Foundation 
for their Reaſons, who aſſert that the Air 
entring at a very narrow Paſſage into a 
AED * large 
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large hollow in the Body of the Tree, 1 
makes the Noiſe which we call Groaning: 
This I own has a little Smatch of Philo- 
ſophy, and ſome ſmall Show too of Proba- 
bility, but by the. moſt accurate Obſerva- 
tions that have been hitherto made, I can't 
find that in Fact the Tree is hollow, but 
on the contrary, it has been affirmed to 
me, by two curious Gentlemen who made 
_ ſeveral Experiments on the Body of the 
Tree, with boring Inſtruments, Gliſter- 
Pipes, &c. that it is perfectly ſound; 
and indeed every one will readily. own, © 
upon Sight of the Tree, that: it looks as 
fair and thriving, and as like other Trees, 
as ever they ſaw any Thing in their Lives. 


Now therefore I wou'd' beg the curious | 
Reader to be very attentive, while I endea« 2 
vour in as traly philoſophical a Manner, 4 

'._, as I can, to aſſign the real Cauſe of this 
* Grange Phenomenon, which after a long 
Series of Study I accidentally diſcovered, (ass 
moſt of our great Diſcoveries in Philoſophy mT 
have * been at firſt accidentally hit 
298 e 


1 fay that I made this Diſcovery by a0. 
2 | - _, -  eidentally- 


of} 


n 
cidentally obſerving that tho' there were 
two other Elm-trees in the ſame Hedge- 


2 


row with this, which ſeemed to be all 


of the fame Age and Sort, yet this one 


Tree was much bigger than the others, 


and this muſt undoubtedly have hap- 
pened by its growing faſter than they, 


_ eſpecially if we ſuppoſe that they were once 


all of the fame Size, and that I con'd 
eaſily prove if it ſhou'd be denied. ' 


But now, in ordert to make myſelf more 
plain and intelligible to my Brother Vir- 
tuof, and that my Arguments may have 
their full Weight, it will be neceſſaryß 
to exalt both my Stile and my Ideas ſome- 
what above the Vulgar Notions of Things. 


And firſt 1 ſhall lay it down for a Rule, 


and I believe now generally known and 
allowed, * That the Infinitefmal Par- 
tc ticle of celeſtial Matter, that is, the 
„Miniature of a Miniature in infinitumy 
* decreaſing in a continued analogical 
0 Progreſs, and ſtored" up in the Seeds of 
„all Animals and Vegetables, I ſay this 

oy divinely 


* 


V © Vide Dr. Cheyney's Ehen on Regimen: page 42. 


« divinely organiſed Vehicle or Corpuſele, 
(and J beg the Reader wou d be very 
attentive to the Concatenation of my Ar- 
ment) being ſtimulated by a Redun- 
Eh of vegetable Matter, operating on 
- the ductile Organs and Alimentary Tubes, 
Nom of the Tree) produces: certain elaſtic 
Vibrations by. its Protuſion and the Exten- 
tion of Plaſtic Nature, which Vibrations 
are the real Cauſe of thoſe. Singultus or 
Sobbings which the Vulgar call Graaning. 


Now this ſeems ſo plain and eaſy to 
hit upon, that one won'd wonder none of 
my Brethren ever yet found it out; but 1 
expect now to be treated no better by 
them for this great Diſcovery than Colum- 
bus was for that of another World.  How- 
ever, I will venture to give a further Ac- 
count of the Cauſes of ſome Particularities 
in the Groaning ; and 1ſt, It has been 
obſerved that ſome People hear the Noiſe 
very plain, when others declare they ſcarce 
can hear it at all; now this is attributed 
Fedde £0 the old Notion) to a want 

Faith in the Latter; but, if I may ven- 
ture to offer at a Solution of this too, and 
1 believe the Reader who ſhall have exa- 
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* 
mined my Solution before given of the 
Groaning itſelf, will be very glad to find 
that I have undertaken this too, I am of 
Opinion that as two Strings of two dif- 
| ferent Fiddles being tuned together, the 
Striking of one will ſenſibly affect the 
other; ſo the infiniteſimal Particle of the 
human Body being tuned to the infinite- 
ſimal Particle of the vegetable Body, the 
former is more readily affected by the lat- 
ter, than a human Body that is not tuned 
to it. And tis obſerved that the Heads of 
ſuch whoſe Organs are beſt diſpoſed to 
hear this groaning do in ſome Degree par- 
ticipate of the vegetable or ligneous Sub- 
ſtance. The other Particularities in the 
grogning that I intended to have given an 
Account of, are ſuch as follow, v:2z. It's 
ſtrange and irregular Intermiſſions which 
are more terrible than 'the groaning itſelf, 
ipſa filentia terrent. It's groaning exactly 
. pt nn of an Animals breathing, with s 
ſeveral others, which I doubt not now but 
moſt People of any Curioſity will them- 
ſelves take the Pains to be Eye-witnefles of, 
and as I have before put them into a Way 
of reaſoning that may help to ſolve all the 
Phznomenon of this or any other = 

9. ; « t 


(uu) 
that ſhall appear of the Kind; ſo I think 
it needleſs to trouble the gentle Reader 
with any further Remarks of mine, being 
in Hopes one Day to ſee this Subject ma- 


naged by the abler Pen of ſome of my 
Brethren, 
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